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	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Jon Smith

	School District
	AISD

	School Name
	Paredes Middle School

	School City, State
	Austin, TX

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	City of Immigrants

	Unit Summary

	The purpose of this unit is to provide students with a chance to explore their cultural heritage in the context of American History.  They will identify with a cultural group and research that groups emergence into United States history.  They will study the elements of the common experience and analyze present American Culture for impacts their respective culture has on American Society.

This unit is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop various technology skills. Students will be proficient in:

Macromedia Flash

Adobe Photoshop

Imovie

Garage Band

Microsoft Office,

While exploring their role in their community, school, and family.

	Subject Area

	U.S. History Digital Animation

	Grade Level  

	8th

	Approximate Time Needed 

	1.5 months

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Cultural epicenters in American Society; push-pull factors leading to the mass American migrations of the 1800’s; cultural appreciation,identifying cultural themesthemes of  

publish information in saved files, Internet documents, CD-ROM discs, or video.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Students will use the programs listed above to compile one video. “who am I?”

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	Who Am I?

	
	Unit Questions
	Where am I going?

Where am I coming from?

How has my cultural heritage shaped me? 

	
	Content Questions
	What is my role?

Where do I come from?

What am I proud of?

What are my dreams?

What are my fears?



	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· Students will know the basics of Flash Animation and be able to complete a working cartoon that includes sound, video, drawing.

· Project Plan

· Storyboarding

· Collecting data

· Questioning

· Peer and self-asssessment

· Observation checklist

· Conferencing

· Completed cartoon, “who am I?”

· Completed video including cartoon of ‘who am I?”



	Assessment Summary

	Students will create a storyboard of the “who am I” project. They will complete this with the help of their parents, teachers, friends. Teacher/Student conference during the entirety.  Teacher will use checklists/observation/peer review and conferencing. 

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	This is one of the final projects for middle school animation. Prerequisite is a working knowledge of Macromedia Flash.

	Instructional Procedures

	Students will begin with a skills assessment to determine personal application literacy of the various programs we will be using.  Students will be introduced to the actual project through a power point presentation that clearly establishes the purposes of the project and begins to explore the more global concepts to be considered…

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	Each student is individualized but for privacy purposes we cannot disclose this IPG.

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	Lesson will be completed in students first language.



	
	Gifted Student
	Project is open-ended and each student can expand and express themselves to the extent they wish.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       


	Printed Materials
	Handouts, storyboards, books

	Supplies
	The computer lab houses all necessary elements save those artifacts students choose to incorporate into their final presentations.

	Internet Resources
	The internet will, in itself, serve as the primary resource for the information students will need to gather for the cultural dimension of the project.

	Other Resources
	Students will need to conduct family interviews.  Interviews of other relevant persons may also be necessary.
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